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Steven Mezgec
Website www.gcybsa.com
Program Coordinator—Wendy Mullen   gcybsa@cantonmi.gov  734-394-5358

Weather and Information Hotline 734-394-5489
The Program Coordinator duties include registration, purchasing, and administration of all activities of GCYBSA.  It is a paid position funded by a grant from GCYBSA to Canton Township.  
Greater Canton Youth Baseball Softball Association

GCYBSA Mission

Working in cooperation with local government and committed volunteers, the GCYBSA provides opportunities for community youth to develop socially, emotionally, and physically through excellent instructional, recreational and competitive baseball and softball activities.

GCYBSA is a member driven 501 c3 organization.  All documents pertaining to GCYBSA are available for review by request.

Dear Players, Coaches and Parents,

The following skills sessions, small ball, tee-ball, softball and baseball leagues were developed for your child to learn progressive skills, meet new friends and emphasize growth through teamwork, sportsmanship and dedication to life enhancing skills. The ball field is the classroom to emphasize core values and exercise through physical activity.

Many volunteer coaches, parents, umpires and administrators are dedicated to create a league that will raise the standards in youth sports for the best program a community effort can offer.  We are privileged to work with your child and are committed to offering you a quality program. 

The Greater Canton Youth Baseball Softball Association is the largest contributor to baseball and softball programs in our community. Your participation enhances our ability to offer clinics to help our coaches and players. In addition, GCYBSA continues to build, maintain, and renovate fields.  Significant additions and improvements have been made thanks to your participation.

Please read through this document.  There is much information that will be helpful to you through the season.  The Code of Conduct, Behavior & Harassment Policy and Waiver of Liability are included in this document and all players, parents, coaches and spectators are responsible for knowing and adhering to each of these. 

Thank you in advance for your support this season whether as parent, coach or spectator.  

GCYBSA Board

SPRING REGISTRATION AND PROGRAM INFORMATION

GCYBSA offers the following baseball and softball programs:

· Small Ball—Skill Building Age 4-5, must be in Pre-K
· Recreational Baseball (Coed) Tee Ball through 18U (Age 6-18/Kindergarten – high school) 

· Travel/Competitive Boys Baseball (Ages 9-14) Cardinal Teams

· Travel/Fastpitch Girls Softball Ages (9/10) Nitro Teams

· Recreation Girls Softball Coach Pitch Ages 7 & 8, Softball Prep Ages 9 – 11, and Softball Junior Ages 11-14 
Programs may vary depending on registration totals. 

The following section pertains to recreational program offerings. For information on Competitive or Travel see page 15.

ELIGIBILITY:

Any player that lives in the City of Plymouth, Plymouth Twp., Canton Township or attends any school in the Plymouth-Canton School District boundaries.  These schools include the public, private, charter and home school programs.  In certain circumstances, non-resident spots are available.  Non-residents may register waitlist at any time.  Waitlist registrations are placed on a first come/first serve basis
PLAYER LEAGUE DETERMINED BY GRADE/AGE (Recreational League)
Recreational players are placed by Grade or their age as of April 30 of that year.  Travel and Competitive divisions use national cutoff date of April 30 of that season’s year to determine age groups.  For Girls Softball, the national cutoff is their age as of December 31 of the previous year.  For example for the spring 2025 the age is based on the players age as of Dec. 31, 2024.
Birth Certificates, grade proof and proof of residency may be checked at ANY time.  *FALSIFICATION OF INFORMATION: Participants falsifying information will be dismissed from the program and no refund will be issued.
Playing Up is only considered for players who attended evaluations in previous summer at the travel/competitive tryouts.  Based on these results, only Grade 2 players and above will be considered to play up in recreational leagues and with commissioner consent.  Players who play up may have to give up geographic placement/team request in consideration of playing up.
The league will consider approval on case by case basis players requesting to play down an age group.  Players who are young for their grade may want to consider this option.
.                              
REGISTRATION: 
Online Registration-Spring Registration begins on January 10 and runs thru March 15. Online registration will be available at www.gcybsa.com.  The link can be found on the right side of homepage under sponsors--- where it says “Click Here to Register”.  Walk In/Mail In registrations are also accepted no later than March 1 for spring season.   Fall Registration begins June 1 and runs to July 15.  Walk In/Mail In registrations are accepted no later than July 1 for fall season.    Please call 734-394-5358 to make sure we are in the office before walking in.
If you have 3 or more children registering in our program for the same season, please see instruction below to determine if you qualify for a discount. 

Note that once you register, no refunds will be granted for incorrect registration or for any requests not met. For those who do not have credit cards or do not like using cards online, Mastercard and Visa gift cards may be purchased at local grocery and department stores.  

Mail in and walk in registration will be taken Mon-Thursday 10 am-3 pm until March 1 at Canton Sports Center, 46555 W. Michigan Ave., Canton, MI, 48188.  Please call 734-394-5358 to verify we are in the office.  Forms can be found under “Available for Download” on the right side of the website homepage.  You must also sign the Parent & Athlete Concussion Information Sheet required by Michigan State law. Please choose the correct grade your child is in and note that once you register no refunds will be granted for incorrect registration.  Cash, Checks and Visa/Mastercard are accepted - Make Checks Payable to Canton Township.  Please include driver’s license # and phone # on all checks. A $25 return check fee will be charged with all returned checks.  
Multiple Family Discount - Families with 3 or more siblings (same household) playing in the same season, may receive a 50% discount on the 3rd child in the least expensive grade/age group. To receive discount online, you must register all three children at the same time.  The online registration system will automatically reduce the lowest program to 50% the price.  At least 2 of the qualifying players must be in recreational or competitive division and the discount pertains to the standard recreational portion of those programs. Discounts are not granted for our competitive or travel divisions.  
Hardship/Reduced Fees may be available for qualifying families due to financial circumstance, please contact gcybsa@canton-mi.org.  Forms must be submitted by Feb 25th.

Refunds: Registration Payments are non-refundable. Special circumstances such as medical or moving out of the area may be reviewed and are subject to a minimum $25 charge.  Refunds will not be granted after registration closes for any incorrect registrations, if requests could not be met or player changed their mind.
Late Registration/Wait List:  After registration closes on March 15, a $10 late registration fee will be added to your total.  Other local organizations charge up to $25 for late registration.  If divisions, are full we may add a wait list on the online registration or take your name and number.  It depends on how many wait list players we have.   To be added to wait list, please email wendy.mullen@cantonmi.gov and supply your name, child’s name, grade division for baseball, and your phone number.  There are no team/player requests for late registrations.  At this time, most rosters are being completed, and it would be too hard to undo them.  Any wait list player would be assigned where teams have openings.
Receipts will be issued via email following online registration and walk in/mail in registration.  If you registered and did not receive a receipt within one week, please check your spam folder first, and if you did not receive it, then contact the office at 734-394-5358. 

Game Nights as listed in Program Description are tentative.

Equipment:  GCYBSA provides each player with a jersey and hat. Each team will be provided with bats, baseballs, bases, and catcher’s equipment for T-Ball and above for recreational and softball programs.   Players are to provide their own helmet, pants, glove, shoes and protective cup.  Any personal equipment must meet minimum safety standards of the league and should not be shared with other team members. 

** Helmets –GCYBSA, as most other leagues, has phased out providing helmets due to safety reasons.
Insurance:

Players are expected to have their own health insurance.  

Team Formation: Teams are formed by random selection based on the school your child attends or closest school.  Some schools may be combined to create a pool of players. Requests such as previous team or to play with a friend or coach are accepted and may be used to help form rosters, however, these are not guaranteed.  Coach and specific team requests will begin to be phased out in favor of being grouped by schools. No requests are taken or changes after March 15.  Team assignments are final. 

Practice Days:

Coaches are volunteers; practice days and times will depend on each team’s coach and their availability as well as field availability. Recreational leagues will begin practice in late April/early May dependent on weather and field conditions.   Travel teams will begin their practices outdoors around the middle of April with weather permitting.

Game and Practice Locations: Field locations include; Canton Parks, Plymouth Township Park and PCCS fields. Fields are limited. Only one practice per team.   Successful, well run, practices and skill building drills can be held on “grassy areas” and some teams will be assigned to those areas. 
Picture Days are held in May for the spring season and September for the fall season.
Small Ball - Age 4-1/2 to 5 – Pre K
Entering Kindergarten in Fall 2025
Introductory skills for PRE-K players (entering Kindergarten in Fall 2026)

Small Ball introduces fundamentals skills and how to practice in a group.
· Age 5 players are welcome to participate in this program
· 6 event dates - 45 minutes in length 
· Throwing, catching, running bases and hitting off a tee-- broken down over 5 events with last event being the BIG GAME on Saturday, June 13, 2025.

· Participant will receive a shirt/jersey and a hat
· Parent Participation is needed
· Session 1: Tentatively meets at 5:30 or 6:30 pm on Tuesdays on May 5,12, 19, 26, June 2, and June 9, 2026, and Big Game on June 13, 2026 - time to be determined for either 9 or 11 am.  Back up date for Big Game in case of weather is June 20, 2026 at either 9 or 11 am.
Tee Ball – Must be in  Kindergarten 
New skill in bold.
Tee Ball 
Introductory league for players currently in Kindergarten or 6 as of April 30, 2026 – will also take young first graders.  
· Throw, catch, hit, run and play on a team, as a team.
· 8 events 
· May - June 30
· No scores or standings kept
· 12 players on the field

· No outs recorded, entire side (all players) bats each inning

· Participation Trophy provided 
· Participants will receive a jersey and hat 
· Safe Soft TBall baseball used

· Practices played on weekday evenings

· Play games primarily on Saturday mornings starting May2, 2026.  Season  concludes end of June.  Please note there could be 1-2 weekday games during if there is a rainout or to make up for holidays.
Coach Pitch 1 Grade 1-Age 7&
 Coach Pitch 2 Grade 2-Age 8 
New skill in bold.
For Softball programming, see Softball 8 on page 13

Coach Pitch Grade 1 – Age 7 – Must be in First Grade or age 7 as of April 30, 2026.
Coach Pitch Grade 2 – Age 8  - Must be in Second Grade or Age 8 as of April 30, 2026.  This division will use actual coaches pitching so that players are preparing for “kid pitch” allowing them to work on the timing and motion of the hand as the pitch is released by a real person. 

Build on skills of throwing, catching, hitting and running. Learn definitions and responsibilities of each position on a diamond. Live pitching by coach or coach may elect machine pitch.
· 8 game schedule, no scores or standings kept
· Live Pitching by Coach using a Safe-Soft Baseball   

· 10 players on the field

· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 innings

· All players bat in line up; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· Participation Trophy 

· Participants will receive a jersey and hat 
· There will be a practice and/or game each week starting week of May 2, 2026 and concluding by end of June 2026, (no events on Memorial Day).  Games are played primarily on Friday evenings.  However, rainouts will be made during the week to catch up and stay on schedule.  Teams may also reschedule games due to school events that fall on game days.
Coach Pitch Grade 2-Age 8
Build on skills of throwing, catching, hitting and running. Continue to learn definitions and responsibilities of each position on a diamond.  Live pitching by a coach.

· 8 game schedule, no scores or standings kept

· May - June 30

· Live Pitching by coach-Safe Soft Baseball --

· 10 players on the field
· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 innings

· All players bat in line up; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· Participation Trophy

· Participants will receive a jersey and hat
· There will be a practice and/or game each week starting week of May 2, 2026 and concluding by end of June 2026, (no events on Memorial Day).  Games are played primarily on Friday evenings.  However, rainouts will be made during the week to catch up and stay on schedule.  Teams may also reschedule games due to school events that fall on game days.

For Information on Travel League for 2026 see page 15.
Baseball Grade 3-Age 9&
Baseball Grade 4-Age 10
New skill in bold.
For Information on Travel/Competitive League see page 15
For Softball 10 see page 13 for softball programming
Baseball Grade 3-Age 9 Kid Pitch – Must be in Grade 3 or Age 9 as of April 30, 2026.
Continue work on fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and running. Introduce player pitching position. Learn definitions and responsibilities of each position on a diamond.  
· Player Pitch Baseball

· Base Path 65 feet Mound 46 feet

· 10-12 game schedule plus playoff/tournament—games start first week of May 2026  and to be concluded end of June 2026 (including end of season playoffs),  and weather dependent.
· Scores and standings kept

· Umpire provided

· 10 players on the field

· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 of 4 or 3 of 6 innings
· Only League Champions trophies and Playoff Tournament Champions Trophies/Runner-Up will be given.  Participation trophies will not be given since we are now keeping standings and have a season ending tournament.

· All players bat; each team bats until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored
· Participants will receive a jersey and hat.
· Games will be on both Mondays and Wednesdays and practice once on the weekend.  

Baseball Grade 4-Age 10 – Must be in Grade 4 or Age 10 as of April 30, 2026.
Reinforce the fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and running. Introduce stealing.  Introduction to strategy used in baseball to produce runs without hitting.

· Player Pitch 

· Base Path 65 feet Mound 46 feet

· Stealing after ball crosses plate

· Infield Fly

· Bunting

· 10-12 game schedule plus/tournament—games start week of May 2026 and to be conclude by end of June (including end of season playoffs), weather dependent.
· Scores and standings kept

· Practice (generally on weekend) and/or 2 games each week

· Umpire provided

· 10 players on the field

· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 of 4 or 3 of 6 innings
· All players bat; each team bats until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· Only League Champions trophies and Playoff Tournament Champions Trophies/Runner-Up will be given.  Participation trophies will not be given since we are now keeping standings and have a season ending tournament.
· Participants will receive a jersey and hat
· Games are on Tuesday and Thursday

Baseball Grades 5/6 – Ages 11& 12
New skill in bold.
These two age groups will be combined.

For Information on Travel/Competitive League see page 15
For Softball 10 see page 13 for softball programming

Baseball Grade 5/6 or Age 11/12U as of April 30, 2026.
Work on fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and running. Stealing after ball leaves the pitchers hands. Play making, cut off throws and introduction to strategy used in baseball to produce runs and make plays in the field.

· Base Path 70 feet Mound 50 feet

· Full Stealing 

· Practice (generally weekend) and/or 2 games each week
· Live Pitching-Hardball
· 10-12 game schedule plus playoff/tournament games  start first week of May 2026, and conclude end of June (including end of season playoffs), weather dependent.
· Scores and standings kept

· 1-2 Umpires provided
· 10 players on the field

· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 of 4 or 3 of 6 innings

· All players bat; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.
· Only League Champions trophies and Playoff Tournament Champions Trophies/Runner-Up will be given.  Participation trophies will not be given since we are now keeping standings and have a season ending tournament.

· Participants will receive a jersey and hat

· Games are on Tuesday and Thursday at either 6 or 8 pm.
Baseball Grades 7/8 (Ages 13-14) and 
New skill in bold.
For information on Travel/Competitive League see page 15
For information on Girl’s Softball see page 14
Baseball Grade 7/8 or Ages 13/14 as of April 30, 2026.
Work on fundamentals of throwing, catching, hitting and running. With a few exceptions for length of game, base path and mound length, scoring and pitching limits per game, this is full baseball in preparation for those who would like to try high school baseball or for those who just like the game.  Play making, cut off throws, signs, etc are worked on at this level. Teams may be divided into separate 13 and 14 year old divisions or be blended.
· Base Path 80 feet Mound 54 feet

· Balks 
· 10-12 game schedule plus playoff/tournament games will start week of May 2026, and conclude prior to end of June 2026 (weather dependent).
· Practice (generally weekend) and/or 2 games each week- games may start week of May 7
· 2 Umpires provided

· Playoff or tournament

· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 of 4 or 3 of 6 innings

· All players bat; each team bats until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· Only League Champions trophies and Playoff Tournament Champions Trophies/Runner-Up will be given.  Participation trophies will not be given since we are now keeping standings and have a season ending tournament.

· Games are on Mondays and Wednesdays at either 6 or 8 pm.
· NO metal spikes for recreational league in spring season.  Metal spikes are allowed in fall season only as we have combined travel and rec players.
Baseball 18 (Ages 14-1/2 – 18)
Baseball 15-18 (Ages 14 1/2 -18)
For players 14 1/2 to 18 on or before April 30, 2024 or for 14 year olds who will be high school freshman and desire to play on the “big field” in metal spikes.  With a few exceptions for length of game, scoring and pitching limits per game, this is full baseball. 
Practices start last week of May.  Games start second week of June and finish end of July.
· Base Path 90 feet Mound 60’ 6” feet

· 12-14 game schedule, scores and standings kept
· Practice and/or 2-3 games each week-Start mid June

· 2 Umpires provided

· Playoff or tournament if coaches elect.
· 9 players on the field

· Players are scheduled to play at least 2 of 4 or 3 of 6 innings

· All players bat; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 6 runs scored.

· Play on various week nights.  When playing against other GCYBSA teams, games will be Tuesdays/Thursdays or Mondays/Wednesdays depending on the team.  We stagger our games for field purposes. When playing against neighboring communities games will be scheduled at the home team’s field availability. 
The board of GCYBSA, commissioners, and coordinators have the discretion to make policy decisions at any time in the best interest of the program.
SOFTBALL PROGRAMS  

SOFTBALL Coach Pitch 8U, Softball Ages 9-10U, SOFTBALL Ages 11-12U, & Softball Ages 13-14U
The United States Specialty Sports Association Official Fast-Pitch Rule Book, printed yearly, will be used by the Greater Canton Youth Baseball and Softball Association Softball League. However, the following rules will govern and supersede standard rules contained in the USSSA rulebook where conflict exists.
Commissioner will consider ages and grades when placing players.  Softball Coach Pitch 8U and Softball Prep 10U are only offered in the spring. We do not offer these two programs in the fall.
Girls Softball Coach Pitch Softball Ages 7-8
Girls who are 7 & 8 years old on or before August 31, 2025 

· Live Pitching by coach—RIF Softball

· 8-10 game schedule, scores and standings are not kept

· Practice and/or 1 game each week

· 10 players on the field

· Players to be scheduled to play 2 innings by the 3rd inning and 2 consecutive innings by the 4th inning
· All players bat; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· Participation Awards
· Play  on Wednesdays for home games in Canton.  If playing with other nearby communities, games may be scheduled for an additional day based on those teams’ home field availability.  First game is tentative for Wednesday, May 6, 2026.
Girls Softball Ages 9-10 
Girls who are 9 & 10 years old on or before August 31, 2025. 

· Player Pitch – Modified pitching. 
· Base Path 60 feet Mound 35 feet

· 10 game schedule w/playoff, scores and standings kept

· Practice and/or 2 games each week

· Umpire provided

· Playoff or tournament

· 10 players on the field
· Players to be scheduled to play 2 innings by the 3rd inning and 2 consecutive innings by the 4th inning
· All players bat; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· League Champs & Tournament Awards Only (no participation awards at this level).
· Play on Tuesday and Thursday – starting Tuesday, May 6, 2025.
Girls Softball Ages 11-12

Girls who are 11& 11 years old on or before August 31, 2025. 

· Player Pitch – Modified pitching. 
· Base Path 60 feet Mound 40 feet

· 10 game schedule w/playoff, scores and standings kept

· Practice and/or 2 games each week

· Umpire provided

· Playoff or tournament

· 10 players on the field
· Players to be scheduled to play 2 innings by the 3rd inning and 2 consecutive innings by the 4th inning
· All players bat; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored.

· League Champs & Tournament Awards Only (no participation awards at this level).
· Play on Mondays and Wednesdays – starting Monday, May 4, 2026.

Junior Softball Ages 13-14 

Junior Softball 14 is for girls 11 to14 years old on or before August 31, 2025. 
Base Path 60 feet Mound 40 feet 

Stealing is permitted after the ball passes the plate

10 game schedule w/playoff, scores and standings kept

· Practice and/or 2 games each week

· Umpire provided
· Playoff or tournament

· 10 players on the field
· Players to be scheduled to play 2 innings by the 3rd inning and 2 consecutive innings by the 4th inning
· All players bat; teams bat until 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs scored
· League Champs & Tournament Awards Only (no participation trophies at this level).
· Games are on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting Tuesday, May 5, 2026.
The board of GCYBSA, commissioners and coordinators have the discretion to make policy decisions at any time in the best interest of the program. 

Fall Recreational Baseball 

Fall: GCYBSA runs a fall session of baseball and softball.  Teams can be blended by grade/age group-ex: Baseball Grade 3-Age 9 and Baseball Grade 4-Age10 may play together depending on the number of registrants per age group. We do allow travel players to play in our fall league.  Without them, we probably would not have enough teams to have a season.  It is our goal to best match talent level where applicable.  For example, we may break a grade division down into two division.  We typically have a separate Grade 7/8 (13/14U) Rec and a Grade 7/8 (13/14U) Travel division.  It is impossible for us to know who all the travel players are especially those from other cities or teams.  We make the best effort we can and sometimes will adjust the schedule after a few games if possible.  This is hard to do if there is only three teams in a division.  We look at fall ball as the time for most teams to move up and half the teams will be facing new dimensions (pitching and base paths).  Fall season should be looked at as a time to work on new dimensions and rules to prepare for spring season.  The focus should not be as competitive but more of a learning advantage.   Registration begins June 1 and end on July 10th. Registration information can be found at www.gcybsa.com.  League games begin mid August and conclude mid October.
Boy’s Cardinals Travel Baseball & Girls Nitro Fastpitch Travel Softball
Travel Baseball Teams
The Cardinals team is our elite baseball team that will play a higher level of competition and tournaments.  If talent warrants, we will have a second team for some age levels.  This involves most weekends from late April – end of July.  The Cardinals costs will vary from team to team.  Average cost is $1,000 - $1,500.  Some teams such as 12U will be higher if participating in Cooperstown tournament.  Older teams may also elect to attend Cal Ripken week long tournament as well.  Those tend to be higher costs.    
The Canton Nitro is our elite softball fastpitch team that will play a higher level of competition and tournaments.  Average cost is $1,000 - $1,500. This will vary by team.  

Tryouts for our Canton Cardinals & Nitro teams are slated for mid-end of July 2026 for our 2026 spring season.  During the year, occasional openings for these teams are posted on GCYBSA website. For more information on Travel Teams contact gcybsa@canton-mi.org or see www.gcybsa.com.  

Pre-registration will be posted on website www.gcybsa.com in June.  The Travel Policy is posted on the website.  
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Code of Conduct and Waiver of Release

When you register your player online or another method, you assume responsibility for their behavior and any behavior of any spectators associated with that player.

GCYBSA Code of Conduct: I will remember that children participate to have fun and remember it’s for the youth, placing the emotional and physical well-being of my child ahead of the personal desire to win.  I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety of my child and others.  I will learn the rules and policies of the league.  I pledge to be a positive role model for my child by showing respect, courtesy and positive support for players, coaches, umpires and opponents at all practices and games.  I will not engage in ANY unsportsmanlike conduct, verbal, physical or gestures that takes away from a positive sports experience.  I will not encourage any behaviors or practices that would endanger the health and well-being of all children.  I will teach my child to treat other players, coaches, umpires and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, sex, or ability. I will do my very best to make youth sports fun.  I will promote a sports environment for my child that is free from drugs, tobacco and alcohol during their events.  I understand that if I fail to abide by the code of conduct I will be subject to disciplinary action which could include warnings, suspensions, forfeits or termination of participation in the GCYBSA.  I further understand that I am responsible for the conduct of my player and any spectators I encourage to attend.

Waiver and Releases

I verify my child is in good health, has up-to-date immunizations and has not been advised by qualified medical personnel not to participate in the events and activities connected with the program he/she is registered for.  I acknowledge that playing baseball or softball, both in a game or practice; can be a potentially injurious activity. I have read the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Concussion Information Sheet and discussed with my athlete and with my registration, I am electronically signing the required form for athlete and self.   I understand it is my responsibility to report any changes in health that may affect my child’s participation in this activity sponsored by Greater Canton Youth Baseball Softball Association (GCYBSA), Canton and Plymouth Twp, and Plymouth Canton Community Schools.  I accept all risks and responsibility for my child.  In addition, as parent/guardian, accept risk with full knowledge that some programs require assistance of unscreened volunteers.

I hereby give my permission for the above named child to participate in the GCYBSA during the season.  With my signature below or electronic registration, myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators and for the participating child listed above, waive and release and forever discharge any and all right and claims for personal or property damages and agree not to sure against the GCYBSA, Plymouth-Canton Community Schools, Plymouth or Canton Township or any of its elected officials, coaches, officers, commissioners, employees, volunteers, sponsors, directors, parents, arising in any way from participating in this organization.  By signing, I acknowledge guardianship of participant and agree to terms and conditions.  It is further warranted that if this form is signed by one of two parents or guardians, it is with the authority and consent of the other.  By signing or registering online, you acknowledge guardianship of participant and agree to terms and conditions of this waiver and release.

Greater Canton Youth Baseball and Softball Association

Behavior and Harassment Policy

It is paramount to GCYBSA to have safe leagues. To ensure safety we ask everyone to please be aware of all forms of risk. Please remember that these leagues exist to provide a safe and fun environment for children.

Harassment of any form is not tolerated by coaches, parents, players, umpires or any volunteers. This can include, but is not limited to, harassment based on sex, race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age or disability. 

Verbal or physical conduct that denigrates or shows hostility towards an individual because of any of the characteristics outlined above constitutes harassment. Verbal or physical conduct that has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile, offensive environment or impairs the ability of participants to enjoy GCYBSA events will also be considered harassment.

Volunteers or anyone associated with league operations, vendors etc. must be aware of situations that may compromise their integrity. In addition, people must be aware of their actions, and the perceptions about their actions. 

Measures to prevent accidents and injuries should be employed at all times. Participants, spectators and parents are encouraged to prevent and police potential dangerous or injurious activities.  Spectators need to remain in proper areas to ensure safety. The prohibition of pets at GCYBSA events can also help to reduce accidents and incidents.

Any volunteer, player, coach or parent who believes that he or she has been harassed should contact GCYBSA or a GCYBSA board member. If a complaint of sexual harassment is made to the coach or parent, that person must report the incident immediately to the program coordinator. It is every volunteer’s responsibility to prevent and report inappropriate behavior from occurring within his or her area of work.

All complaints or incidents of alleged harassment will be investigated on a case by case basis. Immediate action will be taken in the event that a complaint or incident report is shown to have occurred. The action taken will work to remedy the situation and to prevent its reoccurrence. Participants and volunteers who are found to have violated this policy or any rules of conduct will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action. The disciplinary action includes but is not limited to removal from positions and/or leagues. GCYBSA will designate the proper agencies and individuals to respond to all forms of media and all risk management issues.

General Information

Game Fields and Practice:

Fields are provided by Canton Township, Plymouth Township and Plymouth Canton Community Schools.   In general, teams are assigned to a “game” field for their scheduled game(s) and receive a permit for a practice field during the week or on the weekend. 

You may be bumped from a practice field at any time a game needs to take place or a facility is being used for an alternate activity.  Fields are assigned by grade/age group and/or the appropriateness of the facility to a grade/age group.  As there are not enough facilities to go around, please anticipate that your practice field may not have a dirt infield and that you may be asked to share with another team.  Well planned practices are more important then the surface on which they are conducted.

“No Use” at a Facility

Expected and unexpected schedule changes will happen.   We will make every effort to give time to adjust to those changes but please be aware that it is possible that game and practice locations and dates will differ from time to time throughout the season.  We do not always get a lot of advance notice. A “no use” date may appear on the website for your scheduled facility.  A “no use” date means this facility is closed to use for that day even though it may not directly involve the baseball field.

Please check your practice/game field availability weekly by following these steps:

www.gcybsa.com
Click on Schedules tab

Click on Field drop down box

Click on your field location and see if a game or “no use” is scheduled
Please observe the following rules when using community fields:

· No pets allowed on or around fields during practice or games at any facility (fines may be assessed)

· Clean up after games and practices

· Observe “no parking” areas at all facilities.  Do not park on grass or drive on property-many school properties have asphalt areas behind the schools that are not designed for parking.

· Respect all park authorities and understand park rules
· Report any field issues

· Please do not pepper fences (hit balls against fence) or use pitching machines against backstops

Game Schedules and Standings

Game schedules and standings are posted at www.gcybsa.com.  To see your team calendar click on the Team dropdown box and select your division and team.  This is the official schedule.  It is not advised to use a paper or print out copy as changes most likely will be made after it was published.  Even if your coach gives you a paper schedule, it is important to frequently check the website for game schedule/locations changes and other information. Coaches will be given instruction as to where to report scores and standings can be found on the website.

Parent Involvement-Volunteer at gcybsa@canton-mi.org
Parents are encouraged to get involved with their team and with the league.  There are numerous ways to contribute to the organization and varying degrees of time commitment required.  Your coach will require assistant coaches, snack volunteers, etc.  The more people are involved, the more the players will get out of the experience. Please consider getting involved at the organization level.  We have various things that may not require a lot of your time but would enhance the organization immensely.
Rainouts/Severe Weather 

Parents and players should consult the weather hotline 734-394-5489 for information on rainouts.  Your coach may also institute a weather plan. In weather situations these locations should indicate your instructions for the evening.  It may indicate that all games are cancelled; 8pm games cancelled or specific games at a particular location are cancelled. In general, an update will be made around 4pm or around one hour prior to game time on the weather hotline 734-394-5489.  

Weather Safety

In the event of severe weather, seek appropriate shelter away from trees, fences, and etc. Not all fields have lightening systems, therefore, at first sighting, the game will stop, coaches will get players to safety and play will not resume until 30 minutes after the last sighting of lightning or thunder is heard.  

Safety and Injuries

The game of baseball or softball can be an injurious sport.  Most reported injuries occur inside the dugout or outside the field and are due to lack of appropriate supervision and could have been prevented.  Please have a parent supervise players in the dugout. Keep players away from dugout openings.  Bats should only be in the hand of players batting or on deck.  Players warming up by throwing should be away from spectators.

Spectators should choose safe locations to enjoy the games.  Siblings should be supervised at all times.

Emergency Situations and Strategies

· Know where to find emergency help-cell phone 

· Do not attempt to provide aid beyond your qualifications

· Avoid transporting injured players

· Observe blood borne pathogens safety guidelines

· Always have another adult present during practice or games for assistance

· Have medical forms/emergency numbers available

· Share conditions with other parents and coaches to insure that people are aware of existing medical conditions, current injuries, allergies such as bee stings, medications, asthma, etc.

· Many injuries can be prevented by teaching good habits.  Make sure players check their surroundings when using a bat or throwing a ball.  Have strict rules about these items.  Where, when and who can have a bat/ball in hand, etc.

· All injuries and unusual occurrences including player, parent or coach ejections or unusual behavior should be reported via an “Incident Report” available on www.gcybsa.com
Coach, Parent, Spectator and Player Behavior

Baseball and softball should be fun. GCYBSA expects that all participants involved in a baseball contest in whatever capacity to observe the highest standard of behavior for the enjoyment of everyone involved.  Issues related to behavior or injury should be reported immediately, by anyone concerned, using the “Incident Report” found under “available for download” on the league website at www.gcybsa.com.  Coaches and parents should feel free to contact the program coordinator with any issues or concerns that they are unable to address.

Parents please drop off and pick up players on a timely basis.  Coaches should not be expected to transport players or be expected to wait for parents once practice has concluded. Parents also make sure coach has your cell phone number in case of inclement weather and be prepared to pick your child up early if dropping off.
How to Apply to Become a GCYBSA Coach

Coaching applications can be found under “available for download” on the league website at www.gycbsa.com.  

People interested in coaching may have varied baseball and softball experience.  Important factors include being able to work with young children and organization skills that will allow you to work with others to teach fundamental skills to young players.

Potential coaches are subject to a background check.  Any parent who is involved on a consistent basis with the team should submit an application for coaching/volunteering.  New applications must be filled out yearly.  More information on coaching can be found under the Coach Manual on the league website at www.gcybsa.com.
Volunteers

GCYBSA is always looking for volunteers.  Please contact gcybsa@canton-mi.org if you are interested.

Sportsmanship-Player and Parent Responsibilities 
Players will play baseball/softball to have fun and increase skill levels.  The players have the responsibility to work hard at practice, learn the rules of the game, exhibit good sportsmanship and have fun playing the game.  Players should be on time and prepared for all practices and games.  They should display self-control at all times, on and off the field.  They should train and play to the best of their ability and encourage others to do the same.  They should show respect and appreciation to coaches, umpires, parents and opponents at all times.

Parents and Coaches, as adults, must set the example for the players by demonstrating the highest standards of sportsmanship and integrity on and off the field. Parents/spectators participate by watching, cheering, assisting the coaches and supporting the efforts of all participants in the game. For the benefit of your player, please refrain from coaching your child during a game.  Parents should respect the coaches, umpires and players by allowing them to do their job without berating or criticizing.  Coaches should recognize that the experience they are in charge of will last a lifetime and that opportunity and experience is the goal of recreational baseball and every player that consideration regardless of skill. Cheer and encourage in a way that rewards the efforts of good play by both teams.  Please help your players fulfill their goals by getting them to games and practices and helping them train whenever possible. Get involved with the team in a manner that promotes a positive experience for everyone on the team.  As a parent and a coach, if you are upset with a situation, please allow 24 hours to pass before taking it up with a coach.  

Continue to next page for 
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How do I register?

Spring registration opens each year on January 10th and closes on March 15th for all divisions except the boys 15-18U division.  That division will remain open until at least May 1 each year.  This division starts a month later than the other divisions due to high school teams and field availability.  Fall registration opens each year on June 1st and closes on July 20th.  You may register online by visiting our website at www.gcybsa.com and click on “Register Online” on the right hand side of the page under the Sponsor box.  A Mail-In/Walk-In Registration form is also available on our website under the “Available for Download” section.  The Mail-In/Walk-In Registration forms must either be mailed to GCYBSA, 46555 Michigan Avenue, Canton, MI, 48188 or dropped off to our office at Canton Sports Center at the above address.  Please note, Mail-In/Walk-In Registration forms must be submitted and received by March 15th.  

Is there a multi-player family discount?

Yes, we offer a multi-family discount for 3 or more players.  The third player (lowest priced division) is half off.  In order to receive the family discount, you must register by using the online registration system prior to March 15, or make an appointment for a Walk-In Registration prior to February 25 by contacting Wendy Mullen at wendy.mullen@canton-mi.org.
How are teams formed?
Teams are formed by returning players first.  If there is an opening on that team, we will fill with a player based by school.

Can I make a request for team placement?

You may make a request for team placement. Attempts will be made to accommodate requests, but parents are cautioned that not all requests can be granted.    Refunds are not granted if team placement does not meet request. If there is a request for a specific team and there is an opening and the player attends the same school as other players on the team, then we will most likely grant that request.  Please note, we will not remove a player off his/her current team to make room for a new request.  There are times we do have to combine schools depending on the number of players signed up at each grade/age level per school.   
Can girls sign up for baseball?

All baseball programs are coed.  Our Small Ball and T-Ball divisions comprise of both boys and girls.  Girls will have two options for age 7 and above.  Girls interested in playing softball, may sign up for Softball Age 8.  Girls interested in playing baseball may continue to play coach pitch and beyond.  Most girls do generally tend to move towards softball.  

Are there tryouts?  

There are no tryouts held for our recreational teams.  We do hold tryouts for our travel teams.  These tryouts outs are held in late July/early August each year and the dates will be posted on our website at www.gcybsa.com.  If your child is interested in playing up a grade/year he/she must attend a play-up evaluation which will be held during the travel/competitive tryouts.  Play-up evaluations are only held for players seeking to play up to Grade 3-Age 9 and above divisions.  Along with the evaluation, your child has to be approved by the commissioner.  

What is the cut-off date for baseball and/or softball?

For recreational players, we have moved to using the player’s grade for placement. 

The national cut off-age for enrolling in baseball is April 30 of that year and for softball the age of Dec. 31 of the prior year.  Example:  To play Baseball Grade 4 – Age 10, you should be 11 years old on or before April 30, 2026 or in grade 4.  To play Softball 10, you should be 10 years old or under as of Aug. 31, 2025.  These dates are used for our travel and competitive programs.   In our recreational program, we have extended the cut-off date to allow players to play by grade so players are with their classmates. If your player is young for his/her grade, we or even you may want to consider moving them into the lower grade category.

Can my child play up or down in Grade/Age division in recreational?

Playing Up: 

We have already extended the cutoff age to include players in the same grade.  To play a grade above current grade level, the player must be in grade 2 or higher and attended the player evaluation held during the travel/competitive tryouts.  These tryouts/evaluations are held in August of the previous year and the date(s) are published on our website.  The commissioner for that age group must also approve.  We will not allow players to play up if they have not passed an evaluation or are not the appropriate grade level.  

Playing Down: 

In some instances, players will request to play down.  Circumstances are considered on an individual basis.  If your player is young for his/her grade, we will consider moving them into the lower grade division. 

How can I volunteer to be a coach?

In order to volunteer as a coach, you must fill out a Coach Application form.  This form may be found on our website at www.gcybsa.com under the “Available for Download” section.  A background check will be performed and if you are selected, you must attend the coach meeting held prior to the start of the season.  For more information, please email us at gcybsa@canton-mi.org.  

What nights are game on and when are practices?

The registration form will reflect the game nights that are most commonly assigned particular grade/age divisions.  These dates are tentative.  Players should be prepared to play as needed on weekends or weekday nights especially in the case of make-up games due to inclement weather.

Practices are generally held once per week/and or at the discretion of the coach.  The coach’s schedule and field availability will determine the practice evening.  For T-Ball and Coach Pitch division, practices are generally held during the week with games held on Friday evening (Coach Pitch) or Saturday morning (T-Ball).  For Grade 3 (Age 9) division through Grade 7th/8th (Ages 13/14) practices are typically held during the weekend while two games are held during the week. Typical game nights are as follows:

Division



Game Nights



Practices

T-Ball




Saturday mornings


During Week

Coach Pitch



Friday evenings



During Week

Grade 3 – Age 9


Monday and Wednesday evenings
Weekend

Grade 4 – Age 10


Tuesday and Thursday evenings
Weekend

Grades 5/6 – Ages 11 & 12

Tuesday and Thursday evenings
Weekend

Grades 7/8 – Ages 13/14

Monday and Wednesday evenings
Weekend

Softball Coach Pitch Ages 8

Wednesday evenings


Weekend
Softball Ages 9-10


Tuesday and Thursday evenings
Weekend

Softball Ages 11-12


Monday and Wednesday evenings
Weekend
Softball Junior 11-14U


Tuesday and Thursday  evenings
Weekend

Where are games played?

Game fields will vary by grade/age division and evening.  Some of the facilities used are, Canton Sports Center, Plymouth Township Park, Griffin Park, Heritage Park, Flodin Park and Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.  Some teams will play in local communities.

How long is the season?

The season may vary by grade/age group depending on field availability, weather and holidays.  Spring season generally begins in early to middle of May and concludes by July 4th or middle of July.    For baseball divisions Grade 3 (Age 9) and higher, we attempt to finish the regular season and the playoff tournament prior to July 4th.  For T-Ball and Coach Pitch, games may go to middle of July.  For T-Ball and Coach Pitch, the coaches may elect to play the July games ahead of schedule during the week on a practice nights after school is finished for the year in June.

Fall season begins in the middle of August and concludes in the middle of October.  

Can siblings play on the same team?

Sibling may play on the same team if they are twins, triplets or quads.  GCYBSA generally discourages siblings of different grades/ages playing together because it requires approving a player to play up, which then takes a spot away from a grade/age appropriate player and more importantly, often diminishes the experience for one of the siblings. It is best to have the siblings on separate teams so they each have a chance to shine and not compete against each other.  

If an evaluation occurs, or there are blended grade/age groups in the program such as softball or fall baseball, then it may be okay for siblings to play together on the same team.

When will I know the assigned coach and when does practice begin?

Rosters will be posted online sometime by the end of April or around spring break. Coaches are emailed their team roster at the same time they are posted online.  Some coaches may be out of town during spring break while others may be in town.  So please allow them time to contact you.  If you have not heard from your coach after spring break has concluded then please email us at gcybsa@canton-mi.org or look for instructions on the website at www.gcybsa.com.

Practices typically begin the first week of May.  Fields are not available until after spring break and not officially assigned until released by the schools or the townships.  Teams meeting and practicing prior to field permits being issued do so without the sanctioning of GCYBSA.  

What equipment will be provided?  What equipment do I need to provide?

GCYBSA will provide each registered player a MLB Logo shirt, hat, and socks.  Teams will be provided with baseballs, helmets and catching gear for divisions T-Ball and up.  Players are to provide their own glove, pants, appropriate athletic shoes, protective cup.  Players may provide their own equipment (bats and helmets) but they must meet GCYBSA standards and may not be shared with other players.  Player owned helmets are not required to have a face mask.  All team issued helmets by GCYBSA have a face mask and are not allowed to be removed.

Small Ball – A participation shirt will be provided.  Each player should have their own baseball glove.  All other necessary equipment will be provided by the league.    
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