
DuPage County 
ACT-SO Pinning 
Ceremony



3:00pm – 4:00pm

2:00pm – 3:00pm
a

February Enrichment Schedule

4:05pm – 5:00pm

4:00pm – 4:05pm

General Session/ Career Day

Student Pinning Ceremony

Family Meeting: (Cafeteria)

Student Enrichment Session 1 (Classrooms)

Break / Students Move to 2nd Session

Student Enrichment Session 2 (Classrooms)- STEM/Business

Humanities and Arts students return to cafeteria

Family Check-in (registration, fundraising, etc.)

WiFi Network: VVSD_Guest

Password: openvvsdwifi



February 2026 Family Meeting 



Year in Review

CONGRATULATIONS!! YOU ARE HERE!! 

✓ Day of Service- Made blankets for veterans at Meadowbrook Manor.

✓ Bonding experience- Scene 75.
✓ 6-months of student enrichment sessions and family meetings.

✓ Student meetings with mentors.

✓ Focused work on competition projects and performances.

✓ Career Day- interacted with industry professionals.

✓ Alumni Day- networked with former students.

✓ Participated in Readiness Evaluations to prepare for competition. 

✓ Learned about scholarship opportunities. 

Upcoming: 

o College and Career Readiness virtual meetings - upcoming
o Student presentations/ performances at the Local Competition

o Celebrate at the Awards Banquet

Orientation 
Day of 
Service

Career 
Day

Alumni 
Day 

Pinning 
Ceremony

Readiness 
Evaluations

Competition Banquet 



Include:  Student’s Name, DuPage County ACT-SO #3012, and 

page numbers at the top of every page for written entries

Category What to Submit

All STEM Categories 1) Research Paper                                                   

2) STEM Verification Form

Entrepreneurship 1) Business Plan 

2) Statement of Integrity (may be required-TBD)

Short Story

Poetry - Written
1) Creative Paper 

2) Statement of Integrity (may be required-TBD)

Poetry - Performance 1) Statement of Integrity (may be required-TBD)

Music Instrumental (Classical)

Music Instrumental  (Contemporary)

1) Copy of Sheet Music

Music Composition 1) Notarized copy of composition 

2) MP3 Audio File

Filmmaking 1) Copy of (digital or hand drawn) storyboard 

2) Upload film 



SAMPLE HEADERS
At top of every page for written entries include: 

Name, page number, DuPage County ACT-SO, Unit 3012 



Written Papers are due: Friday, March 13, 2026 by 11:59PM

STEM Presentations for Printed Board are due: Sunday, March 15, 2026 by 11:59PM

Note: 
• There will be a 1-point deduction per day for late submission.
• Students should upload a copy of their PPT in their student folder and bring an 

external drive that contains your project to the competition. 

Submission Due Dates



STEM 
VERIFICATION 
FORM

Every STEM Project submission 

must include this form that is 

completed and signed by the 

mentor.



WHERE TO SUBMIT 
PROJECTS

Each student will receive a link 

to their individual folder at the 

email address we have on file.

Email a copy of your project to: 

projects@dupageact-so.org

mailto:projects@dupageact-so.org
mailto:projects@dupageact-so.org
mailto:projects@dupageact-so.org


SAMPLE 
CRITERIA 
POINTS

POETRY - WRITTEN



Not all categories may have Gold, Silver, or Bronze medalists

NATIONAL NAACP ACT-SO POINT/SCORING SYSTEM

Each Contestant may receive up to a total of 100 points. Points are issued to a 
contestant based on a specific set of criteria, which is outlined in the Category 
Description section of the manual.

When identifying competition winners, all scores must fall in the following range:
GOLD 100 - 95 POINTS
SILVER 94 - 90 POINTS
BRONZE 89 - 85 POINTS

In the event all scores fall within the same range (i.e., 99 Gold, 98 Silver, 97 Bronze) 
rank the scores in sequential order with the highest score first.

· The judges must break all ties.
· One (1) point should be deducted for each infraction of the specified criteria.
· Based on the point system it is possible to not have a gold medal winner on the 
local level. The judges alone following the specified category criteria and using 
the point system will determine the winner.
· In extenuating circumstances, the silver medal winner may replace the gold 
medal winner if the silver medal winner’s scores fall within the 95-100 gold medal 
range.
· No other individual should influence, discuss, or participate in deliberations 
outside of members of the competition's official judging panel.

NOTE: Students who do not have a cumulative score between 95-100 are NOT 
considered Gold Medalists and will not be allowed to compete at the National Competition



COMPETITION DAY 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteers Needed 

Roles:

  -Greeters

  -Room Facilitators

  -Door monitors

  -Timekeepers

  -Hospitality Support



DUPAGE COUNTY ACT-SO 
LOCAL COMPETITION

DATE: Saturday, March 21, 2026

LOCATION: DuPage County Administrative Building

                      421 N. County Farm Road

                      Wheaton, IL 60187

ENTER: Main Entrance Rd. from N. County Farm Rd. 

PARKING: Open, uncovered parking lot

STUDENT ARRIVAL TIME: 8:00AM

COMPETITIONS START: 9:00AM (SHARP)

COMPETITIONS END BY: 1:00PM

OPEN VIEWING OF PROJECTS: 1:00PM-2:00PM

HOSPITALITY: Light breakfast will be available for competing students

ATTIRE: Business Professional or Performance Appropriate
13

24 Days 

Away!



•     51 students competing in 26 competition categories.

•     Students and families will receive the competition schedule in advance.

•     Each student will have a designated call time to meet with the Judges for  

       their competition category(ies). 

•     STEM, Business, and Performing Arts categories will be open for public viewing. 

•     Humanities and Visual Arts will be closed competitions.

•     At the end of the competition (~1:00PM) STEM posters and art projects will be on    

       display for 1-hour in the atrium.

•  Projects will be taken from the competition to the Bolingbrook Golf Club for display    

       at the banquet.

Competition Details & Logistics



-Celebratory Event
 Honor our students
 Recognize our supporters
       Learn the results of competition
 

Bolingbrook Golf Club                 

      2001 Rodeo Drive           

      Bolingbrook, IL

    (1:00PM - 4:30PM)

Student Arrival: 12:00PM

Doors Open: 12:00PM

-Open Seating

Invitations will be available at 

the March 7th session if you 

would like to share them with 

friends, family and others in 

your network.



Family 
Fundraising 
Requirement 

All outstanding fundraising fees 
must be paid by March 13, 2026.

The fee p/ family is: $450

This fee may be satisfied by 
purchasing banquet tickets or 
direct donations.  

To Purchase Tickets:
DuPage County ACT-SO Banquet Tickets Sales Now Open 

https://sportsplus.app/public/6497/content/announcements/16218
https://sportsplus.app/public/6497/content/announcements/16218
https://sportsplus.app/public/6497/content/announcements/16218


Banquet Attire



19

Gifts2 Geniuses

Volunteers are needed to:
1.)  Solicit donations from local businesses for 53 students.     
           -Ideal donations: toiletries, electronics, gift cards, etc.
2.)  Pack gift bags for the awards ceremony.
           -If interested, please contact: Chioma Agwuncha (312-636-1031)
 



College & Career Readiness

COORDINATOR: KARIN RIVERS

More information regarding virtual meetings will be 
announced in the coming weeks. 

Target audience: Rising Sophomores and Juniors



THE 2025 NATIONAL ACT-SO COMPETITION 
Chicago, Illinois

July 15-19, 2026 (5-days)
Click Here to View ACT-SO Schedule

https://naacp.org/sites/default/files/documents/Website%20Agenda%20-%20117th%20NAACP%20National%20Convention%20Schedule%20-%202.4.26_0.pdf
https://naacp.org/sites/default/files/documents/Website%20Agenda%20-%20117th%20NAACP%20National%20Convention%20Schedule%20-%202.4.26_0.pdf
https://naacp.org/sites/default/files/documents/Website%20Agenda%20-%20117th%20NAACP%20National%20Convention%20Schedule%20-%202.4.26_0.pdf


If you are experiencing issues with registering with the National 
ACT-SO program, please email the contacts below: 

bgossett@naacpnet.org
actso@naacpnet.org
jbriley@naacpnet.org

mailto:bgossett@naacpnet.org
mailto:actso@naacpnet.org
mailto:jbriley@naacpnet.org
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